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PLANNING COMMISSION 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
July 16, 2019 

Held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington, MI 49431 

 

 

Board members present:  Busch, Del Zoppo, Hinman, Kmetz, Nordlund, Perry, and Pope. 

Also present:  Ron Bultje (Township Attorney), Jerry Bleau, Kristin Lange, and nineteen members of the public.                     

Meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by Chairman Nordlund. 

Moved by Del Zoppo, seconded by Hinman to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2019 special meeting as presented. 

Motion carried. 

 

BUSINESS SESSION 

Public Comments (Note:  Comments are a brief summarization.) 

 Dennis Erickson – expressed concerns with the possible elimination of Section 3.34 from the proposed zoning 

ordinance. 

 Joe Manifold – stated that he believes some judgment is necessary in the zoning ordinance and that it is difficult to 

eliminate all risk when developing a zoning ordinance. 

 Bill Harris – expressed concerns that the ordinance does not address reasonableness and would like the board to 

consider verbiage regarding maintaining character of surrounding neighborhood during new construction. 

 Mary Ann Harris – stated that their concerns with the type of housing permitted for 500 S. Lakeshore Drive are for 

all of the R-1 District, not just the neighborhood in the Buttersville Peninsula. 

 Terri Langerak – expressed opinion that the current ordinance verbiage was ignored in issuance of project at 500 S. 

Lakeshore Dr. and hopes the board will consider looking at “alternative” housing verbiage in the zoning ordinance as 

an option for projects such as this. 

 Candy Fabaz – stated that she thought the zoning administrator did not consider out of the norm construction for the 

grain bin house and that property owners need the zoning administrator to work on behalf of the Township; she also 

expressed concerns for a process that notifies neighbors of projects that are not within normal construction standards. 

 Tony Fabaz – urged the board to reconsider and re-evaluate Section 3.34 carefully as it does not appear to be easily 

defended as it is written. 

 Sue Von Pohl – suggested the board consider forming a review committee for “alternative” housing projects. 

Communications—NONE 

Moved by Del Zoppo, seconded by Pope to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
Review Article 3 General Provisions, Section 3.34 Requirements for All Single-Family Dwellings from the Proposed 

Zoning Ordinance 

Members heard a brief synopsis by Ron Bultje (Township Attorney) on options the Township has regarding Section 3.34 

of the zoning ordinance.  Bultje stated that it is the Township’s decision on whether it wants to establish more defined 

compatibility and aesthetic standards for single-family dwellings as a whole, in certain neighborhoods or in specific 

zoning districts.  Bultje added that if standards are desired, he would recommend that an improved procedure be 

developed regarding the notification process.  Bleau explained that as you read Section 3.34 from the beginning, it appears 

that it was originally intended to limit or exclude mobile homes in the Township.  Del Zoppo stated that she does not feel 

the Township should dictate what property owners’ houses should look like, only that the houses follow residential 

building codes and setback/height requirements—aesthetic types of regulations fit well with association bylaws and/or 

deed restrictions, not the zoning ordinance.  Perry and Busch inquired if the Township Planner could find language and 

process for dwelling compatibility standards that the zoning ordinance could incorporate and enforce.  Bleau replied that 

the planner has completed his contractual responsibilities for the re-write of the zoning ordinance and that a new contract 

would be needed for any additional work requested.  Both Pope and Kmetz stated that enforcement of aesthetic standards 

for dwellings is not the responsibility of the Township and it would be a difficult task to even establish compatibility 
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standards with all of the varied housing styles that already exist within Pere Marquette Township.  Nordlund explained the 

options for Section 3.34—strike it totally, revise part of it, develop compatibility standards for certain neighborhoods or 

zoning districts, or develop compatibility standards for all single-family dwellings.   

Moved by Del Zoppo, seconded by Kmetz to recommend the Township Board approve the proposed Zoning Ordinance 

at its Second Reading with the following change to Article 3 General Provisions, Section 3.34 Requirements for All 

Single-Family Dwellings: 

 Strike Item ( j ) in its entirety from the Section. 

No further discussion.  Nordlund requested a roll call vote. 

Ayes:  Busch, Del Zoppo, Perry, Nordlund, Kmetz, Hinman, and Pope.   

 Nays:  None.   

Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS 

Township Board – Kmetz reported that the Board conducted the First Readings of Ordinance No.’s 143 and 144 with 

Section 3.34 being referred back to the Planning Commission for review prior to the Second Reading; adopted a new 

Building & Zoning Fee Schedule which will be effective August 1st; and approved the hiring of Sean Roach as the new 

Utilities & Public Works Operator. 

Building / Zoning Department – Bleau provided a printed report detailing June’s building and zoning permit activity 

noting that the department is having a banner year and that all areas—commercial, residential and industrial—have been 

experiencing construction activity; also reported that the MI Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 

(EGLE) is waiting for the adoption of the new zoning ordinance in order to then get the Attorney General’s opinion on the 

verbiage for Critical Dune and High Risk Erosion Overlay Districts. 

Code Enforcement – Bleau also reported that there have been some code enforcement notices sent to property owners as 

well as he has received a couple complaints that may result in ordinance interpretation by the ZBA. 

Zoning Board of Appeals – No report. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nordlund announced that a Community Town Hall Event will be held regarding the Pere Marquette Conservation Park—

the 316-acre property being purchased by the Township through a Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund grant.  The 

event is scheduled for Thursday, July 25, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. and will be held at the Pere Marquette Township Hall.  A flyer 

is available on the Township website. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Perry, seconded by Hinman to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Nordlund at 7:53 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Doug Busch, Secretary       Kristin Lange, Recording Secretary 

 


